Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 BUENOS 02075 231222Z 

42 

ACTION ARA-20 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 NSCE-00 SCS-03 SSO-00 USIE-00 INRE-00 

CIAE-00 COME-00 EB-11 INR-10 LAB-06 NSAE-00 RSC-01 

SIL-01 DODE-00 PM-07 H-03 L-03 NSC-07 PA-04 PRS-01 

SPC-03 SS-20 SCCT-02 AID-20 CCO-00 FBO-01 NIC-01 

OC-06 OPR-02 USSS-00 SCA-01 A-01 OMB-01 SY-03 DOTE-00 

FAA-00 CAB-09 JUSE-00 TRSE-00 /148 W 

069014 

OR231115Z MAR 74 
FM AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 5759 
INFO USCINCSO QUARRY HTZ CZ 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BUENOS AIRES 2075 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, PINS, AR 

SUBJECT: LABOR LEADER ROGELIO CORIA MURDERED 

1. SUMMARY. ROGELIO CORIA, ONE-TIME LABOR BOSS OF 62 ORGANIZATIONS, 

WAS MURDERED MARCH 22 BY THREE UNKNOWN ASSAILANTS IN DOWNTOWN 
BUENOS AIRES. NO SERIOUS LABOR DISTURBANCES EXPECTED. END SUMMARY. 

2. DEPOSED LABOR BOSS, 45 YEAR-OLD ROGELIO CORIA WAS SHOT TO DEATH 
BY THREE UNIDENTIEIED ASSAILANTS IN DOWNTOWN BA EVENING OE MARCH 22. 
ALTHOUGH KILLING WAS HEADLINE STORY IN ALL MARCH 23 NEWSMEDIA, NO 
LABOR REPERCUSSIONS AEFECTING PUBLIC ORDER ARE EXPECTED. CORIA HAD 
BEEN LIVING IN SELF-IMPOSED EXILE 

IN PARAGUAY AND WAS ALLEGEDLY 

VISITING BA FOR MEDICAL TREATMENT AT THE TIME OE HIS MURDER. HE WAS 
LEAVING DOCTOR'S OFFICE WHEN GUNNED DOWN. 

3. CORIA ROSE TO PINNACLE OF LABOR POWER IN 1972 IN DUAL POSITION 
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OF PERONIST LABOR ARM, 62 ORGANIZATIONS. HOWEVER, HE MET HIS DOWNFAL 
L 

WHEN HE REACTED ANGRILY TO PERON'S IGNORING OF 62 ORGANIZATIONS IN 
SELECTION OF CONGRESSIONAL CANDIDATES FOR 1973 NATIONAL ELECTIONS. 
CORIA LASHED OUT AT PERON'S HAND-PICKED PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE, 
CAMPORA, AND STATED THAT LABOR WOULD NOT SUPPORT HIS CANDIDACY. IN 
TEST OF HIS ABILITY TO STILL CONTROL LABOR MOVEMENT FROM EXILE, 

PERON ORDERED CORIA'S EXPULSION FROM ALL LABOT SLOTS. ALTHOUGH 
REPORTEDLY IN SYMPATHY WITH CORIA'S POSITION, OTHER UOCRA AND 62 
ORGANIZATIONS LEADERS BOWED TO PERON'S EDIT AND SACKED CORIA IN 
JANUARY, 1973. FEARING FOR HIS LIFE, CORIA FLED TO PARAGUAY. 

4. CORIA'S MURDER HIGHLIGHTS HAZARDS OF BEING LABOR LEADER IN 
ARGENTINA. SEVERAL SECONDARY LEVEL AND TWO TOP LEVEL LABOR LEADERS, 
CGT SECGEN RUCCI AND MECHANICS UNION (SMATA) SECGEN KLOOSTERMAN, 
WERE SLAIN IN 1973. ALSO, THE TWO PREVIOUS ARGENTINE LABOR BOSSES, 

ALONZO AND VANDOR, WERE ASSASSINATED IN 1969 AND 1970. PRESENT LABOR 
BOSS LORENZO MIGUEL (UOM) LIVES AND TRAVELS WITH AN ARMY OF BODY- 
GUARDS AND THE UOM HEADQUARTERS IS A VIRTUAL FORTRESS. THOSE 
HAZARDS ACCOUNT FOR DISINTEREST OF PRESENT CGT SECGEN ROMERO IN 
CONTINUING HIS TENURE AS SECGEN, AND HE IS EXPECTED TO RELINQUISH 
THAT POST IN JULY, 1974 ELECTIONS. 

5. NONE OF PREVIOUS KILLINGS OF MAJOR LABOR LEADERS HAVE BEEN SOLVED 

AND IT IS UNLIKELY THAT CORIA'S WILL BE. WIDELY ACCUSED BY ALL SECTORS 

FOR ALLEGED CORRUPTION, HE WAS A LIKELY TARGET FOR ANY GROUP. THE 
ORTHODOX LABOR LEADERSHIP WILL UNDOUBTEDLY DENOUNCE THE MURDER BUT 
WILL BE UNLIKELY TO TAKE ANY EXTREME ACTION. 
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